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DR. LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Walter Buch, tle 
summary of which is as follows: 

Affidavit 54B by Walter Buch, of June 11, 1946. The report written by 

Buch's chief of staff, Schneider (concerning the investigation of the events of the 
9 ani 10 of November 1938),and passed on to Goering by the Supreme Party 
Court, was to help the fight of Supreme Party Court, and the principle to call 
whoever was responsible to account and not to have to punish only the little 
offender. In spite of its carefully chosen wording, the report is evidently 
directed against Geobbéls, as shown by the criticism of events and especially 


by the conclusion. ‘The suggestion of having the State Legal System suppressed 


any cases is to be understood in this sense too. The Supreme Party Court 


did not want to have the sull offenders prosecuted before having takén any 
decisions concerning those who were responsible, A spef£ial Senate was com- 
posed attached to the Supreme Party Court, which was further staffed with 
political leaders,and leaders of affiliated organizations, because the ques- 
tion concerned was a political one. 

MR. TAYLOR: There being no objection, let the afiidavit be 
narked PL 54B for identification. 

DR. LINK: Affidavit of Karl Hederich, 31 July,1946. The affianced 
was present at the meeting of the 9th of November,1938, and also heard Dr. 
Goebbel's speech, For years he had had an official and personal connection 
with the Stabsleiter of the Supreme Party Court, Ludwig Schneider. 
Schneider dtated several times that the result of his investigations with- 


in the special Senate had shown that Dr Goebbels was the instigator of 
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these damnable events because he lad encouraged demonstrations, and had 
‘thereby proceeded in a manner that caused confusion among the party-members 
concerned,and that was in open contradiction to the instructions of the 
Fuehrer. He,Schneider, would haveto ask that above all Goebbels be called 
to account. It was impossible to punish the small offender, and let the 
big ones go unscathed, His aim was to have Goebbels called to account, 
and he oped for the support of Goering and Bouhler. His report to Goering was 
to help in establishing the responsibility of Dr. Goebbels. Bouhler, the former 
head of the chansellory of the Fuehrer, actually confirmed -that the over- 
throw of Goebbels was to be counted on. The crisis concerning Dr.Goebbels did 
not end until August 1939. 

WR TAYLOR: There being no objection, let the affidavit be mrked 


PL 54C for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Wilhelm Katt- 
winkel, the sum»ary of which is as follows: 

Affidavit No. 54D, by Wilhelm Kattwinkel. Katiwinkel, as a Gau 
Judge in the Gau of Essen, took part in a meeting of Gauleiters in Berlin in 
November 1938 to which the Gay judges had also been invited, Heydrich, who 
later became Obergruppenfuehrer, was chairman of the meeting. He stated that 
the Fuehrer had called the anti-Jewish actions that had taken place against his 
will insanity ,and had demanded that an example be made of the offenders, 
Witness reported on this to his former Gauleiter. His Gauleiter also stated 
tlat in hts Gau of Essen the anti-Jewish actions had been carried out with- 


out his knowledge and that fortunately no Jew had met with his death here. 


x 
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MR. TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 
PL 54D for idertification. 

DR LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Dr. Anton 
Wolf, the sumnary of which is as follows: 

Affidavit No. 54E, by Dr. Anton Wolf, of June 19 1946. 

As a Gau judge of the Gau Suabia this witness also attended the 
meeting of the 9 and 10th of November 1938, in Berlin. Heydrich stated 
on this occasion that the party emphatically condemned those excesses. 

As soon as he had heard of them he had reported to Him ler with the result 
that renewed excesses would have to be prevented under all circumstances 
with the full employment of police power, This attitude corresponded to 
the order of Adolf Hitler who had raged when he had been told of the 
events. According to this the action had not been organized by the NSDAP, 
and it was supposed tlat in the future, too, the Party, as being opposed 
to such measures of violence, wuld try to accomplish solving the Jewish 
question by legal means. 

WR. TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be 
marked PL 54E for identification. 

DR LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Dr, Ludwig 
Wolfschlag. 

AffidavitNo. 54F, by Dr. Ludwig Wolfschlag. Reichsminister of economics 
Funk stated at a meeting of the Gau economic advisors in the summer of 1938 that 


the Fuehrer hoped that by straightening the Jewish question, Germany's foreign 


à 
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political relationships would be improved, Therefore the Jews should be 
called upon to emigrate. As foreign countries would only accept them if 
they were able to transfer a part of their property, they were to make 
use of their international relations to enable additional German exports, 
in order to carry out the transfer of Jewish property with these proceeds. 
Gauleiter Sinon of the Gau Koblenz expressed his ppposition to the anti- 
Jewish action in severe terms on the occasion of an official meeting with 
his employees after his return fron the Munish celebration of the 9 November 
1938. In January 1939 Gauleiter Buerkel stated to the students of a 
course given by the Commission for economics in Munich thatGoering was 
highly indignant about the events of the 9th and lOth of Novenber, 1938; 
that he would personally create order,and that he would take severest 
measures if such events should recur,  Buerkel was strongly applauded. 

MT TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 
PL 54F for identification. 

DR LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Friedrich 
Mehringer. 

Affidavit No. 54G, by Dr. kambag Friedrich Mehringer, of 13th 
April 1946. When the remainder of the Jews who had stayed in Munich were 
sent off in special transports during the first years of the war the above 
named political leader inguired at the Propaganda department of the Munich 
Kreisleitungas to the further fate of these Jews, He was told that the 
Jews were beingsent to Poland with their families and would be settled there 


in a closed area. 


Mt TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be m rked 7 
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FL 54G for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Karl 
Friedrich Albert. 

Affidavit No. 54H by Karl Friedrich Albert,of June 9 1946. In 
1942 Himmler wrote a memorandum concerning the Jewish question, according 
to which Hitler was endeavoring to solve this problem in a legal am humane 
manner, even at a cost of from 25 to 30 billion Reichsmark. The memoran- 
dum proved that in this direction all steps imaginable had been taken. 
According to this memorandum everyone would have to suppose, that in spite 
of the events of 1938 the German leadership still intended in the fourth 
year of the war to settle the Jewish question by legal means, that is, by 
possibilities of emigration. 

MR TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked PL identification, 
there being no objection. 

Di. LINK: I now desire to submit the next group. The first one 
or the next group deals with the treatment of foreign civilian workers. 
15,433 affidavits have been submitted on this question, all of which con- 
firmed an unobjectionable and correct treatment of the ioreign laborers 
employed in Germany amd which contradict the charge of a systematic 
opporession or mistreatment. he contents of thesd affidavits has been 
expressed in terse terms as a summarizing affidavit submitted by the witness 
Reinhart. In this connection reference is made to affidavit PL 55. I sub- 


mit the following four individual affidavits hereto; 


/6 
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I now submit affidavit as No. B5A by Alois Hcinhart,Gauobmann of 


the German Labor Front of Mainfranken, and the affidavit by Karl 


Schoeneberger, depaztnental head of the Gau a:ministration of the German 


Labor Front, as affidavit No . 55B. 


WR TAYLOR: Affidavits 55A and 55B with the summary applying to 
both applicants. 

DR. LINK: All instructions and measures taken by superior offices 
of the German Labor Front, or given to subordinate offices called for an 
absolutely proper, just and humane treatment of foreign workers. A whole 
series of model social institutions was created for the foreign workers, 

A systematic mistreatment of foreign workers or even a systematic treatment 
worse than that of the German workers is out of the question. Irregularities 
that occurred incidental to the difficult war events were remedied as well as 
they could. The foreign workers themselves repeatedly expressed their satis- 
faction with the treatment that was accorded then. 

IR TAYLOR: There being no objection, let the affidavits be 


ma rked PL No. 55A and FL No. 55B for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Rudolf Brill. 

Affidavit No. PL 55C by Rudolf Brill, war economic advisor 
NSDAP at Eschwege. The witness who spent many years abroad and who was 
known in Buenos Aires,and New York as a retail merchant confirms that he 
himself in his capacity as Kreis economic advisor of the NSDAP partici- 
pated in the quartering and maintenance of 2,200 foreign workers employed in 


Kreis Eschwege. The Russians, Frenchmen, Belgians and Dutch were quartered 


// 
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in a clean barracks-settlement in a manner permitting them to send for their 
families. Food, medical care ard recreation of the foreign workers were 
such that they answered in every respect the demands made. Many ofthe quest 
workers had repeatedly expressed their decisions to remain in Germany after 
the war,too, in view of the standards of life they had met with here. 


MR TAYLOR: There being no objection, let the affidavit be marked 


55C for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Friedrich Speilmann. 

Affidavit by Friedrich Spielmann, No. 55D, kreis farm-leader of 
lannover-iuenden. The foreign agricultural workers employed in this sector 
were on the whole treated and fed very well. Almost without exception they 
took their meals together with the workers. Usually they had to be fully 
and newly clothed by the farmers, because when the workers arrived their 
clothing was without exception in a condition unfit to work in. All these 
workers were able to save large sums of money in the course of time,and to 
transfer these to their families. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection, let the affidavit be marked 


PL 55D for identification, 


DR. LINK: The next group treats of the destruction of trade unions. 
5,157 affidavits have been submitted to this charge. These affidavits have 
been condensed in a comprehensive affidavit by witness Josef Reinhart. They 
prove that the dis solution of the trade unions has nothing to do with an 


exclusion of the expressions of opinion by the workers as being a war- 


preparatory measure,and that the union of all working-people in the later Pr 
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German Labob Front was a measure in the interest of labor itself. I refer 
to collective affidavit PL 56, and relating to it submit four individual affi- 
davits: 

Affidavit by Richard Haller, Kreisobmann of the German Labor 
Front in Gau Suabia, No. 56A. The various trade unions collapsed of their own 
accord shortly after the beginning of 1933,both financially and in their 
membership. The majority of trade-union memberssought of themselves in- 
clusion in the NSDAP, and simultaneously to their membership within the trade- 
union they also acquired membership in the NSBO. Not only the employees' 
but also the employers' unions were dissolved. The position of labor in re- 
lation to the State and to business had never been so strong as it was with- 
in the German Labor Front as a successful standard organization. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be mrked 


PL 56A for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit of Otto Eberius. 
Affidavit by Otto Eberius, No. 56B, Kreisobmann of the German 
Labor Front in Gau Magdeburg - Anhalt. The witness himself participated in the 
dissolution of trade unions in the Gau Magdeburg. The financial position of 
the farmers' union, and of the factory workers! union in Koethen for exam- 
ple, had become exceddingly bad. The members of this union had not paid 


their cues tor a long time,so that the unions in their turn were no longer 


able to meet their obligations towards their members. The transfer occurred 


without any recourse to force. The German labor front took over the paid 
members of these organizations,and continued to employ them and pay them 


their salaries. It also met in full the claims of disabled members, and 
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other claims due them. 
MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the afiidavit be sa rked 


PL 56B for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit of Ernst Bauer, 

Affidavit by irnst Bauer, No. 56C, Kreis auditor of the German 
Labor Front for Marburg/Lahn. Witness had originally been himself a member 
of the employees! trade union in Hanau/Main. The claims arising out of 
this membership were recognized in full,and later met by the German Labor 
Front. 

WR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be mrked 
PL 56C for identification. 

DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Karl Eichmann. 

Apfidavit by Karl Eichmann, No. 56D, Kreiswirtschaftsberater der 
NSDAP, Gau Kurhessen. This withess too ha. been a member of a dissolved 
employees' trade union, He had belonged to the former German-National 
business clerks' union ami became a member of the German Labor Front, He 
did not suffer any disadvantages arising out of the dissolution of this 
union, The financial and social claims that had accrued to him were com- 
pletely recognized and met. 

Mii TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked PL 56D for identification, 


there being no objection. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavitsof a group that 


deals with events in concentration camps. 23,060 have been submitted con- ut 
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cerning the events in concentration camps as cla rged by the mosecution. 

They have been condensed by the witness Dr. Richard Mueller in afficavit 

FL 57. It proves that the political leaders had nothing to do with the 

planning, b uilding and administration of concentration camps; further, 

that they had no jurisdiction whatsoever for the sending of people into 

concent ration camps,and also that they did not have the slightest know- 
of alleged events in the concentration camps. In connection with 

this condensed affidavit I submit the following two individual affidavits, 

that shed special light on the fact as claimed that the political leaders 


simply did not know anything of th alleged occurrences in concentration 


camps κα 
No. 57A, 


affidavit by Heinrich Siekmeier,/former deputy Gauleiter of 


Thuringia. After having obtained the consent of Reichsfuehrer SS Himm- 
ler, the witness made the visit of 150 Americans travelling in German; 
in the Spring of 1939 to Concentration Camp Buchenwald possible. No 
preparations had been made for the visit. "he inmates with which the 
imerican guests came into contact were, on the whole, criminals. The 
quarters ani sanitary installations of the camp had not given the slightest 
rise to any negative criticism whatsoever. The cleanliness found here, and 
the good physical condition of the inmates met with Special approval by the 
guests. In view of representations of concentration camos in Germany, 
as given in America, the members of the delegation were surprised at the 
conditions as they had actually found them,and were prepared to en- 
lighten the people accordingly after their return. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 57A for identification. 
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DR. LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit by Walter Wuensche. 


\ffidavit by Walter Wuensche, No. 57B, head of the Kreis personnel 


office of the Gau Thuringia. Incident to a course at the customs school in 
Berlin,the witness had the chance of visiting the concentration camp Sach- 
senhausen near Oranienburg. The condition of the camp was exemplary in 
every respect. ‘The cleanliness of the quarters and the physical ‘condition 
of the inmates were especially noticeable. The management of the cany 
gave the express assurance that it was strictly prohibited to mistreat inmates 
in any way whatsoever. Instruments of torture or execution were not seen. 
Nor did anything indicate that there were any. In other respects,too, there 
was no evidence of mistreatment of inmates. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


FL 57B for identifi cation. 


DR. LINK: Next is the indictment charge "Xinsatzstab Rosenberg." 
Former political leaders have submitted 9,870 affidavits con- 
cerning the charges of the prosecution against the Einsatzstab Rosenberg. 
They have been condensed in an afíicavit by witness Dr. Richard Mueller, 
In all declarations it is again and again pointed out that the political 
leaders had nothing to do with the institution Einsatzstab Rosenberg, nor 
with its work,and that the majority of political leaders did not even know 


anything of the existence of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg. I refer to this sum 


marizing affidavit number FL58. It has been translated into English. In 


addition I submit the following individual affidavit of the witness Kuenzler, 
who was Bereichsleiter in the Reichsfinance administration office of the 


NSDAP, 


6 
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Affidavit by Karl Kuenzler, Bereichsleiter in the Reichsfinance 
administ ration office of the NSDAP, No. 58A. Rosenberg was given the personal 
commission of Salvaging and safe-guarding art treasures and other cultural ob- 
jects in the occupied areas that were in danger of destruction considering 
the events of the war. Using them for personal purposes was out of the 
Question, In any case these valuable objects were to be made the basis of 
reparations questions at coming peace conferences. The Einsatzstab Rosenberg 
was not a formation of the party,nor a selected committee of political 
leaders,but an independent ofíice. The members of this Einsatzstab wore spe- 
cial unifoms completely distinct from the Party uniforms, Foreigners were 
also members of the ünsatzstab. Salaries and other expenses were paid 
by the treasurer of the NSDAP as an advance only. Repayment of this money 
had been provided for. Those persons who knew of the existence of the 
staff for official reasons also did not know anything of criminal measures, 


MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be mrked 


PL No. 58A for identification. 


DR LINK: The next sub ject deals with Euthanasia. 7,794 affidavits 
have been submit ted by former political leaders, their contents have been 
summarized in an affidavit by witness Richard Adan. These affidavits 
unanimously show, that the political leaders as a group not only did not 
have anything tà do with the application of Euthanasia ineasures,but àlso 
that they did not have any knowledge of the existence of an order Hitler's 
to Bouhler to this effect. I refer to sumiarizing affidavit PL 59, ‘The 
following three individual affidavits are submitted in connection With it, 


PE 


Affidavit by Karl Hederich » No. FL 594, deputy chairman of the offi- 
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cial party censorship commission of NS publications. The order issued by 
Hitler to Bouhler am Dr. Brand in September 1939 concerning the granting 
of the so-called mercy-death was a "secret special order" of which neither 
the Ortsgruppenleiter ard Kreisleiter, nor the Gauleiter, and not even the 
Reichsleiter knew anything. Only those who had directly anything to do with 
this matter were in a position to know of it, considering the strict main- 
tenance of secrecy. This applied especially to medical commissions. 
The party as such, or even a certain group of functionaries, or a similar 
group,did not receive any information concerning this. 

ΜΒ. TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be sarked 


FL 59A for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Dr. Bruno Engel. 


Affidavit by Dr. Bruno Engel, No. 59B, ministerial counsellor in 
a Reichsministry. Dr. Engel, who was a member of the Reichsministry of the 
Interior in his capacity as physician and ministerial counsellor, knew of 
the order of Hitler to Reichsleiter Bouhler and the physician Dr. Brand 
concerning the granting of the mercy-death. Not until the year 943 did 
he hear by chance of the fact, that is, not through official channels, that 
ih some sanitoriums and nursing homes of incurably insane persons, the 
so-called mercy-death would be granted. He rad also heard of scientific 
experiments with malaria gerus performed on mental patients, But ne had not 
connected this procedure with anything contrary to medical ethics, because 
the treatment of mental patients through inoculations of malaria germs was 
a generally recognized cure. 


R TAYLOR: ‘There being no objection iet the affidavit be marked 


PL 59B for identification. F 0 
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DR LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Dr Ferdinand Dietrich. 
Affidavit by Dr (MD) Feridnand Dietrich, physician and former 
Kreisleiter of Wuertemberg, as No. 59C. The witness who was a physician and 
Kreisleiter at the same time in 1940 heard by way of rumor that mental 
patients and feebleminded people in institutions were being done away with by 
some sort of operation. Upon inquiries on this point hewas told that under 
very definite conditions ,and after detailed investigation of all ihe cir- 
cunstances, incurable mental patients,and highly feebleminded persons could 
be given euthanasia to put an end to their sufierings upon the decision 
of a committee of doctors composed for this purpose. This information 
was given to him privately as a physician and not in his capacity as Kreisleiter. 
The political leaders as such wergat no time informed of this measure in any 
form whatsoever, not even"confidentially" or "secretly." 
R TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


FL 59C for identifica tion. 


DR. LINK: My next group deals with Conspiracy against Peace, 
of which affidavit bearing number PL 60 includes 32 affidavits. I am sub- 
mitting special list of names of these thirty-tw. 

WR. TAYLOR: What is the summary of these affidavits, Dr. Link? 

DR. LINK: The summary of these affidavits is the sumnary of 
27,735 political leaders who have submitted declarations from various camps 
concerning the charge of participation in a conspiracy against peace. All 
these affidavits contradict the assumtion of a conspiracy, or the exist- 
ence of a plan to wage wars of aggression. They have been condensed and 


summarized. in an affidavit by the witness Bolko von Roedern. Besides this 
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thirty-two former political leaders from various party offices, having 


various political leader party-ranks, of various civilian professions and 


from various Gaus, have submitted declarations, comprised in a uniform 


questionnaire especially treating of the alleged cohspiracy, in the form 
of affidavits. Thesedeclarations represent a cross-cut of the large circle 
of political leaders and as such give a correct rer resentation of the true 
situation. I submit these thirty-two declarations to the commission together 
with the sample of a questionnaire that I should ike to have shown on 
the record. The mentioned declarations are all to the efiect that the 
political leaders never considered their work as being directed towards a 
war, that theyconsidered Hitler's rey eated declarations 
that they were at no time conscious of the fact of having any part in a con- 
spiracy to start wars of aggression,and in.the execution of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity,and also that the alleged individual crimes were 
unknown to them. 

MRTAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL No. 60 for identification, 


DR. LINK: ‘The next group deals with Lynching. I now desire to sub- 
mit affidavit by Karl Scholtis. 

Affidavit by Karl Scholtis of June 22, 1946. The witness was 
Ortsgruppenleiter in the Gau West halia-South, He did not receive any 
order whatsoever either from Gauleiter Albert Hoffman, or from the Party 
Chancellory, or any police authorities according to which attempts on the 
part of the population to mistreat allied parachutists, or even to lynch 


ru 


them were not to be interfered with. Nor did any such incident occur. 1 
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instructions were to the effect to treat such aviators properly as prisoners 
of war. Accordingly the political leaders rescued, treated and cared for 


these allied aviators who had bailed out and handed them over to the compe- 


tent police authorities. The poli£ical leaders successfully protected the 


allied fliers from foreign laborers, especially Poles ani “ussians,who wanted to 
i l jure them, 
MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 61A for identification. 

DR LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Georg Brueckmann, 

Affidavit by Georg Brueckmann as No. 61B, of June 9 1946. The 
witness was Kreisleiter in the Ga Hessia-Nassau. ‘There crews of American 
planes repeatedly bailed out. They were arrested, fed,and properly treated. 
The K 
them. 

WR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 
PL No. 61B for identification. 

DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Wilhelm Haus. 

Affidavit by Wilhelm Haus, No. 61C, of June 9,1946. The witness was 
Kreisleiter in Wétzlar. He knows a number of cases where Allied parachu- 
tists were fed,and as far as necessary, given imdical treatment. No avia- 
tor who had bailed out alive, nor any dead flier was ever treated in any 
but the proper manner. The dead fliers were buried in individual coffins 
in consecrated ground. An American captain declared to the witness in 


the summer of 1945 that after having visited all the graves of Allied 
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aviators in the Kreis Wetzler he did not see any reason for sending a report 
to 8.544 4 4 


MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be πε rked 


PL 61C for identification. 


DR LINK: I now submit the affidavit by Otto Naumann, 

Affidavit by Otto Naumann, No. 61D, of June 9-1946. The witness 
was Kreisleiter in Gau Saxony. After the severe air raid on Leipzig he 
looked after a number of Allied aviators who had bailed out,  Allof them 
were treated properly ani handed over io the competent military authori- 
ties after having been given medical aid if necessary. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


61D for identification. 


DR.LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit by Friedrich Hilde- 
brandt as No. 61E of April 18 1946. The witness was Gauleiter of ecklenburg. 
In order to sake the wellknown article by Goebbels of May 1944 ineffective, 
he imnediately issued to all his subordinate offices the order to adhere 
strictly to the provisions of the Convention of Geneva and the Hague Agree- 
ment, in cases of bailed out fliers, too. The Volkssturm was informed 
to the same effect. In all cases of this kind they.acted accordingly. The 
English aviators, Major Churchill and Captain James, for example, who had 


caped from a camp, were apprehended by an Ortsgruppenleiter,and in 


agreement with the Kreis and Gauleiter were again handed over to the Wehrmacht. 


In one case, a Kreisleiter opposed the will of the population in order to b b 
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protect an aviator and drove him to a safe place in his official car. 


MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 618 for identification. 


DR LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Karl Weber, 

Affidavit by Karl Weber, No. 618, of May 30,1946. The Gauleiter 
of the Gau “estmark 6f the NSDAP had insbructed all his offices to treat 
Allied aviators as prisoners of war,and to hand them over to the nearest 
police-patrol. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 6LF for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Franz Hofer. 

An Affidavit by Franz Hofer, No. 61G, of April 20,1946. The 
witness was Gauleiter in Tirol-Vorarlberg. In this sector a large number 
of Allied fliers bailed out.without a single case of mistreat gent, to say 
nothing of killing, becoming known. ‘The Gauleiter hisself drove such aviators 
in his car to the competent police station after a raid on residential quarters 
in Innsbruck . He issued instructions to all offices that such viators were 
to be handed over to the police and gendarmerie. Even parachutist agents who 
had the mission of organizing a resistance movement and that did not have to 
be treated as prisoners of war according to the Hague Military Convention 
were taken into the protection of the Gauleiter and remained on his farm until 
after the capitulation. 

MR TAYLOR: ‘There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 61G for identification. PAND 
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DR LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Paul Wegener. 

Affidavit by Paul Wegener, No. 61H, of 9 June 1946. ‘The witness 
was Gauleiter of Gau Weser-Ems. In spite of Goebbel's article and Himmler's 
instructions to the police he took steps to see to it that Allied aviators 
were properly handed over to the police, although frequently women and 
children, farmers who were plowing, milkwagons and private vehicles were shot 
at with bord-weapons. Although several thousand Allied aviators bailed 
out over this Gau, not a single case became known where they or any were mis- 
treated or even lynched. Fliers, shot down over the Isle of Norderney, 
and were floating on the North Sea, were rescued by the German Lifesaving 
Service in boats and handed over to the Wehrmacht authorities. 

MR TAYLCR: There being no objection let the affidavit be 

marked PL 61H for identification. 

DR LINK: The next group is number sixty-two. Affidavit by 
Dr. Cajus Fabricius of July 17,1946, as No. 62A. The witness has been an 
University Professor of Protestant Theology for a number of years. He was to 
a certain extent persecuted by the highest Party-officials, especially Himmler. 
He summarizes the publications of the Party concerning their attitude to the 
different Christian Churches. According to this the party was not only 
theoretially,but also actually, based on positive Christianity. The fight 
against the Church was carried on by private persons outside the NSDAP, 
by private clubs,ani also by individual party members contrary to the prin- 
ciples of the Party and the State. It was supported neither by 


the State nor by the Party. This fight was never intended as a means for 


the purpose of preparing aggressive wars, or the alleviation of crimes ET. 
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against humanity, Its aim, more or less evident, was rather the realization 
of some form of religiousness of an anthropologic or naturalistic nature. 
The basically positive attitude of the Party towards the Churches did not 
change, because of this and only a small majority of political leaders 
left the Church for the reasons mentioned. According to the census of 1939, 
95% of Germans belonged either to the Protestant or Catholic Church, From 1933 
to 1939 only 1.4% left the Church. According to statistic proofs the large 
majority of political leaders remained faithful to the church. Many re- 
entered the Church after 1933, and played an active part in it as members of 
Protestant Church Councils and Synods,for example, Many of the clergy were 
members of the NSDAP and political leaders. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 62A for identification. 


DR LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Karl Heinz Buth, 
as No. 62B, 24 July 1946. This witness is a Protestant Theologist who held 
a leading position in Rosenberg's office as political leader. His testimony 
coincides with that of Dr. Fabricius vho was at odds with the supreme leader- 
ship group of the party. Witness does not know of any order of the NSDAP ac- 
cording to which party members or political leaders were forced to leave the 


Church, or were supposed to resign from a Church office. The party has not 


supported any "Germanic balievers"(Deutschglaubige) or socalled neo-heathen 


groups. The attitude that every German had freedom of Belief was never 
changed. The fact that there were people in the NSDAP too who were opposed 
to religious denominations is due to certain anti-religious statements of im- 


portant NSDAP leaders, This was, however, their personal opinion, and never 2 5 
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an ΟΕ 11014] party declaration. Rosenberg's book "Der Mythos des 20. Jabr- 
hundert's" has never had the character of ofíicial party opinions. Only 
a few of the political leaders read it, and only a fraction of them under- 
stood it, Foremann's circular from 1941 was severly opposed by Rosenberg 
and later withdrawn, Many dignitaries of the Church cooperated positively 
with Rosenberg's office. After the seizure of power,there was a renewed 
influx of Germans vho had previously left it into the Church, Many 
theologists were political leaders up to the very end. Many political 
leaders played an active role in the Church until the collapse. Wheh an 
unauthorized order was issued in Bavaria,and ‘juertemberg to remove cruci- 
fixes from public buildings, political leaders of all ranks, from the Gau- 
leiter down to the Ortsgruppenleiter,raised severe protest and prevents 
the execution ofthis order. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL No. 62B for identification. 


Di. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Wolfgang αταί 
Wolff-Metternich as No. 62C, of July 24 1946. The withess found on the occasion 
of nunerous negotiations with high Catholic Church circles and party leaders 9 
that the party opposed any fight against the Church, Goering appointed Bishop 
Groeber and Bishop Dr. Berning members of his council of State. In January 
1933 Hitler declared that it was nonsense to accuse him of being opposed to 
the Church. He said he was a politician and not a founder of religion. A 
religion had to grow from out of the nation, it could not simply be founded, 


Hitler expressly termed Rosenberg's book a private piece of work» He didn't 
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like it either,am he had told Rosenberg that he could very well wait a few 

years before having his book published; if it were an opus that would sur- 

vive the centuries. But, if it were not so valuable ii wouldn't matter if 

it did not become known at all. In 1936 Himmler addressed the society of 

Cerman nobility concerning the setup of the 35 and his school of Junkers. 

He declared tht according to his instructions here,too, the belief of the 

dif ‘erent denominations might not be attacked. The later Church fights of 

individuals gave no sign of my intention to wage agressive war. No state- 
paration, or anything similar gave rise to the suspicion that Hit- 

ler was either able or wanted to plan or prepare war via the Church fight. 


MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be sarked 


PL 62C for identification. 


LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Albert Wallwey, 
as No. 62D, of April 19 1946. From 1932 until 1937 the witness was Hitler- 
Youth district leader and later Kreisleiter. At a convention of all district 
leaders of the Hitlér Youth in Berchtesgaden in 1935, or 1936, H, tler held 
a two-hour speech in which he said that he was opposed to the Church fight, 
and that he was not the heralder of a new religion, nor the party the 
originator of a new religion. He termed it his unalterable will to adhere 
strictly a the Concordat. Every German, party member,and political leader 
had the right to belong to a church without having any disadwantages from it. 
A German who did not believe in God could only be a bad German. Whoever 
committed excesses against the Church was an iconoclast, and harmed the repu- 


tation of the party. This speech later determined the behavior and work 


27 
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of the witness as Youth Leader and Kreisleiter. 
MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be 


ma rked PL 62D for identification. 


DR LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Karl Hederich, 

of 28 June 1946. The witness was a member of the Reichsleitung 
for mor e than ten years,and held the position of chairman of the official 
party-censorship commission of national socialist literature. Upon innum- 
erable inquiries he was told that according to Hitler's instructions Rosen- 
berg's book was to be considered his personal private works,and by no means 
official.. Many speeches am personal interviews with Hitler proved that 
he merely wanted a separation of Church and State but not a persecution 
of the Church. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 62E for identification. 


DR LINK: I now desire to submit afíidavit by Karl Hederich, as 
Νο. 62F, of 31 July 1946. The witness, as Befehlsleiter of the Reichs- 
leitung, was officially concerned with Bormann's circular cirected against 
Christianity - document D 75, USA Exhibit 346. When he heard of it he 
objected immediately as instructed and found that Adolf Hitler had not given 
his authorization. He had Bormann advised immediately to destroy the book 
as it in no wise corresponded to the official party view. The witness also 
knows of the correspondermee mentioned by the prosecution between Bormann 


and Rosenberg. Bormann's opinion was always considered private and his 
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attempts to impose them on the party as a whole were already rejected by 
the Reichsleitung. The witness has never reteived nor seen any instruc- 
tions from which any intention of extermination on the part of the party 
concerning Christianity could be inferred. He would, in any case, have 
known of such an intention by reason of the position he held. 
knew only that intention of wanting to "depoliticise" religious life, 
of wanting to separate the Church and the State. 

MR TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 
PL-62F for identification. Do you have any further affidavits, Dr. Link, 
besides these just presented? 


DR LINK: No, not any. 


MR TAYLOR: Then the Comuiegton process» 


(END) 
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THE ORDER OF THE TI 


COMMISS 
Mr, 
POLITICAL LEADERS 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED ‘AT 1040 HOURS.) 


The Prosceution was 


COMMISSIONER: 


enumerating the affidavits consccutively 
translated, and thon have tho reporter cop: 

COMMISSIONE 
have? 

DR. LINK: I have not counted thon, 
that the affidavits are summarized, 155,00 
submitted and are being submitted, 
affidavits I should like to submit 
this procedure that has already been agreed 
Sheriff to be adopted -- that 
collective group 54 that these 

COMMISSIONER: 
be translated? 

DR. LINK: Νο, it is not ὨΟΟΟΒΒΟΙῪ δ 

COMMISSIONER: All right, let's submit them as «greed. 

LINK: Must I submit thom individually, an3 cxplain thom, or will it 

be sufficient if the same procedure as the 1: .s adopted: you enumerate 
each one as each are handed upe 


COMMISSIONER: A11 right, proceed now, 


231774. 
2{{9 





ΠΠ 


8 Aug=Comi.<G! 


DR. LINK: The first is PLe544. In defense of the "Corps of Political 
Leaders" I should like to submit tho following affidavits nnd make the follow- 
ing oxplanatory remarks in connection with thems 

À cooperativo group, consisting of members of organizations e prosont 
hore e has completcly sorted ond grouped the large numbor of statemonts ree 
ceived from a total of 25 camps in the Amcrican, Briti 
These deelarations, submitted by about 38,000 political leadce 
155,956. 


1 T^ 


The result consists of tho Grouperoport by Karl Hederich, 


4 


of the following individual declarations: 


Jewish persecutions, especial 
November 1938 by Edward Kuebe (PL 

Treatment of foreign civilian labor a 
Reinhart (PL 55). 

Dissembling of Trade Unions by Josef Roi 

"oncentration Camps by Richard Mucllor (PL 52). 

Operational Staff όνος ty Richard Mucl 

Euthanasia by Karl Richard Acem (PL 59). 

Conspiracy against Peace by BolkeGre ve Rocdern 

Lynching by Heinrich walkenhorst (PL 61). 

Fight against the Church by Reinhart Schoen 

ind, finally, of two reports submitted as 
one large internment camp, respect 

Camp C.I. 91 Darmstadt, by Par 

Comp C.I. 8 Garmisch, by 

As a supplement to tho above affidavits tha vo alrcady becn submitted 
and approved for translation, a few of the individual affidavits belonging to 
the groupeaffidavits are being submitted as follo s: 

PL 544, by Dr. Ernst Volkr 

A special senate, attached to the Supreme Party Court, was 
investigate legally, and prosccute the excesses against the Jews of the 9th 


10th of November 1938, Dre Volkmann was one of the 
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he “ound out that the action had been suggested by Goebbels, but was not 
orgo^nized nor carried out according to uniform instructions. accordingly, th 
timo, extent and nature of the oxeossos varicd very much within tho individual 
districts and evon within individual Gaus. The same applics to the orgnnizae 
tion nombership of the looal offenders. The fact that political leaders only 
a small role in the oxcesses comparcd with the affiliated organization: 
ignificant. Soveral Gauloitors did not learn of the excessos in their 
until they had returned from Munich, and put nn con! to tho mensures 
tod against their wille 
The investigations showed thnt almost without exception 
leaders most strongly opposed and condemned the CXCGSSCS, ns not 
co: formity with tho ambitions of tho Party and as being 
pu tion, 
lt was proved without doubt that the action had 
carviod out accorcing to planned instructions by one 


organization. 


COMMISSIONER:  Thorc being ho objection to this affidavit, lot it be 


ἃ PL No, 544 for idontification. 


OR. LINK: I now desiro to submit tho affidavit of ialter 
nary of which is as follows: 
affidavit 54B by Walter Buch, of June 11, 1946. The report written by 
chief of staff, Schneider (concerning the investigation of the cvents 

of she 9th and 1063 of November 1938), and passed on to Goering by the Supreme 
Parsy Court, was to holp the fight of Supreme Party Court, and + principlo 
to all whoever was responsiblo to account and not to have to punish only the 
little offender. In spite of its carcfully chosen wording, the report is 
evicontly directed against Goebbols, as shown by tho criticism of events «and 
especially by thc conclusione Tho suggestion of having tho State Legal System 
suppressed any cases is to be understood in this sense tooe Tho Supreme Party 


Court did not want to have the small offenders prosecuted before having taken 


any decisions concerning those who woro responsible. A special Senate was 


3776 





ó iu ;eComA- GES-pn ge-4eGalloghor 


πι 


wa. composed attached to the Supreme Party Court, which was furtice staffed 
wit. political leaders, and leaders of affiliated organizations, because the 
qucstion concerned was a political once 
MR. TAYLOR: There being no objection, let the affidavit be marked PL 
54B for identification, 
ky 
DR. LINK: Affidavit of Karl Hederich, 31 July, 1946. The affianced 
resent at the meoting of tho 9th of Novanbcr 1938, and also heard Dr. 
l's speech. For years he had had an official and personal connection 
the Stabsleitor of tho Supromo Party Court, Ludwig Schneider. Schneider 
several times that tho result of investigations within the specicl 
to had shown that Dr. Goebbels was the igat af > damnable events 
usc he had encouraged demonstrations, and hac 
caused confusion among tho partyemombers concerned, 
cradiction to the instructions 
hut above all Goobbols be σα]]ος € unt It was impossi 
c small offender, and let the big ones go unsenthede 
Goebbels called to account, and he hoped for the support 
Mor. His report to Gooring wa to help in ests. 
of Dr. Goebbels.  Bouhler, the former head of the chanccll y of the Fuchrer, 
actually confirmed that the overthrow of Goebbels was to bo counted o The 
crisis concerning Dr. Goebbels did not end until August 1939. 
Re TAYLOR: There being bo objection, let the affidavit bo marked PL 54C 


cor ijentification. 


JR. LINK; I now desire to submit the affidavit of Wilhelm Kattwinkel, 
the summary of which is as follows: 
affidavit No. 54D, by Wilhelm Kattwinkel. Knttwinkcl, as a Gau Judge 
he Gau of Essen, took part in a mooting of Gauleiters 
to which Gay judge l also been invited. Heydrich, who later became 


Obb.rgruppenfuehrer, was chairman of the meeting. He stated thet the Puchre: 


had called the anti-Jewish actions thet had taken place against his will 


3779 
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insanity, and had demanded thst an example be mide of the offon?cors. itnese 


reported on this to his former Gavloitore His Gauleiter also that in 
his Gau of Essen the anti-Jewish actions had beon carried out without his 
kuo.lodge and that fortunately no Jew had met with his dorth herce 


MR. TAYLOR: There boing no objection lot tho affidavit bo market PL 64D 


for identification. 


I now desire to submit th: 
ry of which is as follows: 
ffidavit No. 54E, by Dr. -inton 
is a Gau judge of tho Gau Suabia 
ιο 9th ond lOth of November 1938, 
occasion that the party emphatically 
them he hà? reported to Himmler with the resu 
osses would have to bo prevented under all circumstanccs with the 
ponded to th: 
Hitler who had raged when he had beon told of tho events. 
ocn organized by the NSDAP, an? it was 
in the futuro, too, tho Party, as being opposed to such moasuros of violcr 
που) try to accomplish solving the Jowish qui 
UR. TAYLOR: There boing no objection let the affidavit be 
ontification. 


“ 


i now desire to submit the affidavit of Dr. Ludwig Jolfschloe 
Affidavit No, 54F, by Dr. Ludwig wolfschl»g. Reichsminister of economice 
stated at a meeting of the Gau economic advisors in tho summor of 1938 
thas the Fuchrer hoped that by straightening the Jewish question, 
fo. cign political relationships would be improved. Thor 
3allod upon 8ο emigratee (8 foreign countries would only accept thom if th 
woro able to transfer a part of their property, they wore to mako usc 


intornational relations to enable additional Gorman exports, in order to carry 


out the transfer of Jowish property with those proeoods,.  Gouloitor Simon of 


Argi 


2050, 
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Gau Koblenz exprossed his opposition to tho antieJcwish action in 


on thc occasion of an official meeting with his omployocs aftor 


ὋΝ 


turn from the Munich celobration of the 9th Novombor 1938, In Janunry 


citer Puorkcl stated to tho students of a course given by the 


D 4. 


or economics in Munich that Goering was highly indignant about the 
lOth of November, 1938; that he would personally create 
ordor, and that he would take severest measures if such events should recure 
Busrkol 
A. TAYLOR:  Thoro being no objection lot the affidavit bo marked 


r 


54F for identificntic 
Cesire to submit the affidavit of Friedrich Mehringer. 
Friodrieh Mchringer, of 13th april 1946. 
who had stayed in Munich were sent off in 
transports during the first γος of the war 


inquired at the ( Lande denartment of the Munich Kr 


Kurl Friedrich Albert. 
In 1942 
on, according to which 
humono manner, 
The memorandum proved tha: 
on. According 


$4 
i 


ave to suppose, thet in spite of tho ovents 


dership still intended in the fourth yoar of tho war to 
' local means, thet is, by possibilities of 


marked PL 54H for identification, thoro 
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desire to submit the next group. The first one or tho 


trostnont of foreign civilian workers. 15,433 
been submitted on this question, all of which confirmed an 

tionablo and correct troatmont of the forcign laborors cmplcyed in 
ἆ which contradict the charge of a systematic oppression or mis- 


nan 


these affidavits has becn oxprossod in terse terms 


summariz 


submitted by tho witness Reinharte In this 
to affidavit PL 55. I submit the following 
affidavits 
affidavit as Noe 554 by Alois Reinhart, Gnuobmann of the 


and the affidavit by Karl Schoeneberger, 


istration of the German Labor Front, 


563 with the summary applying to 


foreign workerse 
systematic treatment wo 
atic treatment worse tho 
occurred incidents 
The foreign 


TEN 


the treatment 


of Rudolf Brill. 
.divisor of tho NSDAP 
many years abrond and who was well-known 


retail merchant confirms that he himself 


AYAN 
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oconomic advisor of the NSDAP participated in the 
quartering anc maintenance of 2,200 foriogn workers employed in Kreis Eschwege, 
Frcnehmon, Bolgians and Dutch were guartered in a clean barracks- 


a manner permitting thom to send for thcir fomilics, Food, 


f tho forcicn workers werc such that they answere 


cr had mot with here. 


being no objection, let the affidarit be marked 


* k k 
submit affidavit by Friedrich Spcilmann. 
Noe 55 D, kreis form-lonador of 
agricultural workers employed in this sector 
fed vory woll. Almost without exception they 
Usunlly they had to be fully and 
when the workers arrived their clothing 
mdition unfit to wotk in. All | workers 


course of time, and to transfer 


óbjcction, let the affidavit bo marked PL 


group treats of the destruction of trado unions. 


have beon submitted to this charge. se affidavits have bec 


comprehensive affidavit b; witness Josef Reinhart. They prove 


trade unions has nothing to do with an exclusion 
opinion by tho workers as being & warepreparatory 
of all working-pcople in tho lator German Labor 
intcrost of labor itself. I rofor to collective 
ig to it submit four individual affidavits? 
Krcisobmann of the Gorman Labor Front in 


The various trade unions collapsed of their own accord 


3103 





$ Jug-Comi-GES-pace=9=Gallaghor | μη 


shortly after the boginning of 1933, both financially and in théir memberships 


Tho majority of trade-union mombers sought of themselves inclusion 
NSDAP, and 


simultancously to their membership within the trade-unic 


.equired membership in the NSBO. Not only the employees! but also 


unions were in rclatio 


had novor been so strong ne 


successful standard 


1G 


There boing ne marked 
o 


δα for icentification. 


8, Kreisobmann of 


witness himself participated in th jiluti^r 


sleburge farmers' 


3 
oecome 


that tho unions in their turn were no longer able to mect thcir 
towards their momberse transfer occurred without any rco^urso 


The German "ver the paid member f these or: Ἡ- 


omploy them them their solarics. It also 


Sen ht uns 
Lob ὁ to hd ake GLL 


There cing πο ob?.otion let the affidavit be marked 


4 


idontifiocation, 


Affidavit by Ernst Bauer, ; Kreis auditor of tho 


Front for Merburg/Lehne Witness originally been himself a mo 
employees! trade PR in TT n4 T E. μας use αι ος 
empeoyees” ‘trade union in Honau/Naine ‘the claims arising out of this 
vore recognized in full, and lctcr met by the German Labor Front, 


T.YLOR: Thore being ho objection let the affidavit bo marked PL 56C 


for identification. 
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I now desire to submis affidavit by Karl Eichmanne 


Noe 56D, Kreiswirtschaftsboratcr der NSD. 


hoc οσα a member of a dissolved cmployecs' 
union. tro former German-National business clerks' 


Gormon Labor Front. He cid not suffer any 
tages arising out of of this unione Tho financial 
1 claims that had anccrucd tcly recognized ond mot, 
TAYLOR: Let tho affidavit 


identification, thore 


deals with 
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cerning the events in concentration camps as charged by the 
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prosecution. Thoy have beon condensed by tho witness Dr. 

Mueller in affidevit PL 57. It proves that the political 
loaders had nothing to do with tho planning, building and 
cilinistretion of concentration camps; further, that thoy 


had no jurisdiction whatsoever for the sending of people in 


to concon -tration camps, and -lso that they cid not have the 
Slightcst knowlege of alleged events in the concentration 
camps. In connection with tic conadonsed affidavit I sub- 
nit the following two indivicz.l affidevits, that shed spe- 
cial light on the fa ‘ Laiaed that the political lead- 
ers simply did not know anything cbout the alleged occur- 
rences in concentration camps. 
affidavit by Heinrich Siekmeier, No. 574, former dep- 
uty Gouleiter of Thuringia. after having objained the con- 
of Reichsfuchrer SS Himmler, the witness made the visit 
150 anericans travelling in Germany in the Spring of 1939 
Concentration Camp Buchenweld possible. No preparations 
beon made for the visit. The innates with which the jm} 
erican guests cane into contr^: were, on the whole, crimin- 
als. The quarters and sanitery installations of the camp 


} n 


hed not given the slightest rise to any negativo criticism 
whatsoever, Tho clcanliness found there, sand the good phy- 
sical condition of tho inmates act with special epproval Dy 
the guests. In viow of representations of concentration 
camps in Germany, as given in imerica, the members of tho 
delezation were surprise d at the conditions as they had 
tually found then, and were prepared to enlighten the 
ple accordingly after their return. 

MR. TYLOR: There being no objection let the affidavit 
be marked PL 57.. for identification. 
DR. LINK: I now desire to submit tho affidavit by Wal- 


tor Wuensche. 


affidavit by Valtor Wuenscho, No. 57B, hoad of 


personnel office of the Gau Tiuringia. Incident to a course 


σον 
of(oo 
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at the customs school in Berlin, the witness had the 


M Vv 


of visiting the concentration oazp Sachsenheusen nc 


ionbur.:. anp was exemplary in 


imtors anc the physical 
of the inmates were c3pocially noticeable. The 
onont of the carp σε h pro Ssurance taht it 


in eny way whete 


ἂν ag 


instruzcnts of torturo or cxecution wore not 
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nthing indicate that thoro were any 


ς 


aS no evidence o 
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do with the instituti 
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work, and that the majority 


NA 


not evon know anything of tho oxis’ 


- ud 


Witness Kuonzl( 


Vl e Lu 


of tho 


VDP ο 


Karl Kuenzler, Bereichsleit 


tov 
LOL 


SDP, No. 58 δ. 


berg was given tho personal comiss: f salvaging and sofo- 


Guarding art treasures tural objects in the oce 


of destruction considering 


Using them for persona purposes was 
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highly feebleminded persons could be given euthanasia to put 
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an end to their sufferings upon the decision of a committee 
of doctors composed for this purpose. This information was 
&iven to him privately as a physician and not in his capa- 
city as Kreistleiter. The political leaders as such were 
at no time informed of this measure in any form whatsoever, 
not even “confidentially” or “socretly". 

MR. TAYLOR: There being no objection let the affida- 
vit be marked PL 59C for identification. 

ἃς ook sk akk ok ook o oe seo 

DR. LIUK; ily next group deals with Conspiracy against 
Peace, of which affidavit bearing number PL60 includes 32 
affidavits. I am submitting special list of names of these 
thirty-two. 

MR. TAYLOR: ih^t is the summary of these aff 
Dr. Link? 

DR. LI'K: The summary of these affidavits is the sum- 
mary of 27,735 political leaders who have submitted decla- 
rations from various camps concerning the charge of parti- 
cipation in a conspiracy against peace. All these affida- 


vits contradict the assumption of a conspiracy, or the ex- 


istence of a plan to wage wars of agression. They have been 
condensed and summarized in an affidavit by the witness Βο]- 
ko von Roedern. Besides this thirty-two former political 


leaders from various party offices having various political 


leader party-ranks, of various civilian professions and 


from various Gaus, have submitted dcolarations, comprised 

in a uniform questionaire especially treating of the alleged 
conspiracy, in the form of affidavits. These declarations 
represent a cross-cut of the large circle of political lead- 
ers and as such give a correct representation of tho truc 
situation. I submit these thirty-two declarations to the 
commission together with the sample of a questionaire that 


I should like to have shown on the record, The mentioned 
5790 
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declarations are all to tho offoct that tho political lead- 
ers never considered their work as being directed towards a 
war, that they considered Hitler's repeated declarations of 
peace serious, that they were at no time conscious of the 
fact of having any part in a conspiracy to start wars of a- 
gression, and in the oxcoution of war crimes and crimes a- 
gainst humanity, ond also that the alleged individual crimes 
were unknown to thom, 

MR. TAYLOR: Thore being no objection lot the affidavit 
be marked PL Νο. 60 for identification. 

ας ag A ke jeje joke ote sj sje ke je sic 

DR. LINK: Tho noxt group doals with Lynching. I now 
desire to submit affidavit by Karl Seholtis. 

Affidavit by Kerl Scholtis of Juno 22, 1946. Tho wit- 
ness was Ortsgrupponloitor in the G-u το ilia Ho 
did not receive any order whatsoever cither from Gauleitor 
Albert Hoffman, or from tho Party Chancellory, or any po- 
lico authoritios according to which attempts on tho part of 
the population to nistreat allied parachutists, or oven to 
lynch them wore not to be intorforod with. Nor did any such 


incident occur. The 
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instructions were to the effect to treat such aviato properly as prisoners 


Ware Accordingly the political d escued ated and cared for these 


allied aviators who had bailedout and handed them over the competent police 


authorities. The political leaders successfully protected the allie 


d flier 
from foreign laborers, especially Poles and ki ans, who wentoc to injrre 


then. 


9jection let the affidavit 


PL 61Λ. for identifications 


DR. LINK: I now desire to submit 

Affidavit by Georg Brueckmann as 
was Kreisleiter in t u Hessia-N 
repeatedly bailed oute 


The Kreisleiter neither received no 


I now desire 

Kreisleiter in Wetzlar, 
were fed, and 
had bailed ovi 
proper mannere The dead 
consecrated ground. summe 
of 19);5 that after ha 
Kreis Wetzler he did not 

MR, TAYLOR: There 


610 for identification, 


Nauma 
Kreisleiter in Gau Saxonye 


after a number of Allied aviate had bailed 
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treated properly and handed over to the competent military authorities after 
having been given medical aid of nc 
MR. TAYLOR: There being no o 


Noe 41D for identificatione 


DR, LINK: I now desire to submit the affidavit by Friedrich Hilebrandt 
aS Noe 615 of April 18 196, The v'`itaess was Gauleiter of Mecklenburg. In 


order to make the well known articis Goebbels bf May 19h) ineffective, 


Ay 
ho immediately issued to all his sv^.-dinate offices the order to adhere strici 


to tho provisions of the Convention of Geneva and the Hague Agreement, in 
cases of bailed out flicrs, too. T..c Volkssturm was informed to the same 
effecte In all casos of this kind toy aeted accordingly. The English 
aviators, Major Churchill and Captain James, for example, who hadescaped 
froma camp, vere apprehended by an Cy ssgruppenleiter, and in agreement with 
the Kreis and Gauleiter were again handed over to the Wehrmacht. In one case, 
a Kreisleiter apposed the will of the population in order to protect an 
aviator and drove him to a safe place in his official car. 

MRe TAYLOR: There being no ^ “ection let the affidavit be marked PL 615 


for identification, 


DR. LINK: I now desire to it affidavit by Karl Weber, 

Affidavit by Karl Weber, Noe =~, of May 30, 1916. The Gauleiter of the 
Gau Westmark of the NSDAP head instr-cted ^ all his offices to 
Aviators as prisoners of var, and to hand them over to the neare 
patrole 

MR. TAYLOR: There being no obscction let the affidavit be marked PL 61P 
for identification. 

Ε 95 45 9 τ RE HE at 3: at at ae 9ὲ 

DR. LINK: I now desire to cubit affidavit by Franz Hofere 

An affidavit by Franz Hofer, NoeÓlG, of April 60, 1946. The witness was 
Gauleiter in Tirol-Vorarlberge .In this sector a Ίητσο nuber of Allied 
fliers bailed out without a single case of mistreatment, to say nothing of 
killing, becoming known. The Gaulciter himself drove such aviators in his 


car tothe competent police station after a raid on residential quarters in 


v Ent 
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Innsbruck, He issued instructions to all offices that such aviators were to 
be handed over to the police and gendurmeriee Even parachutist agents who 
had the mission of organizing a resistance movement ahd that did not have to 
be treated as prisoners of war according to tho Hague Military Convention were 
taken into the protection of the Gauleiter and remained on his farm untii ^ fte: 
the capitulatione 

MR. TAYLOR: There boing no objection lot the affidavit be marked PL 610 


for identification. 


DR. LINK: I now dosire to 

Affidovit by Paul Wegener, Noel 2 June 1916 The witness was 
Gauleiter of Gau Wescr-Emse In spite of Goebbel's article and Hinrdor's 
instructions to the police he took clops tosec to it that Allicd aviators 


- 


were properly handed over the polic 0 although frequently women and children, 
farmers who wore plowing, millovagcis and private vehicles were shot at with 
bord-weaponse Although several thousand Allied aviators bailed out Ovor this 
Gau, not a single case became known v^ore they or any were mistreated or even 
lynched. Fliers, shot dovm over the Isle of Norderney, and were floating on 
the North Sea, were rescued by the Gorman lifesaving Service in boats and handc 
over to the Wehrmacht authoritio 


MR. TAY LOR; Ther ing no objec ction let the affidavit be marked PL 61H 


for identification. 


DR, LINK: The next group is n^ wer sixty-two. Affidavit by Dre Cajus 


Fabricius of July 17, 1916, as Noe 624. The witness has been an University 


Professor of Protestant Theology for 2 number of years, He was to a certain 


extent porsecuted by the highest Part;~officials, especially Himmler. He 
summarizes the publications of the Party concerningtheir attitude to the 
different Christien churches,  Accc: ding to this the party weg not only 
theoretically, but also actually, bassd on positive Christianity. The fight 
against the Church was carried on by private persons outside the NSDAP, by 
private clubs, and also by individual party members contrary to the principles 


of th» Party and the State. It was Supported neither by the State nor by the 


ΙΙΙ 
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Party. ‘This fight was never intended as a means for the purpose of preparing 
aggressive wars, or the alleviation £f crines against humanitye Its aim, more 
or loss evident, was rather tho rez sation of some form of religiousness of 
an ahthropologie or naturalistic no. Ce The basically positive attitude 
the Party towards the Churches did * 5 change, because of this and only a 
majority of political leaders left the Church for the reasons nentionede 
According to the census of 1939, 95° of Germans belonged either to the 
Protestant or Catholic Churche From 933 to 1939 only l.l left the Church. 
According to statistical proofs the "argo majority of political leaders 
remained faithful to the church. I y re-entered the Church after 1933, and 
n active part in it as το. Ἡς 5 of Protestant Church Councils and 
4s, fore xamplee Many of the clergy were members of tho NSDAP and politica 
loadorse 
HR. TAYLOR: There being no c*t?^:;ction let the affidavit be narked PL 62A 
for identificatione 
DR. LINK: I now desire to su it affidavit by Karl Heinz Buth, as No, 
2) July 19h64. This witness is a 7. ‘2stant Theologist who hold a loading 
position in Rosenbterg!s offici litical leaders. His testimony coincides 
with that of Dre Fabricius who w2s at odds with the Suprene leadership group 
of tho party. Witness does not know of any order of the NSDAP according to wh: 
Party members or political leaders were forced to bave tho Church, or wore 
supposed to resign from a Church oi vicce The party has not supported any 
"Germanic Lolievers" (Doutschglaubic:) or so-called neo-hoathen groups. The 
attitude that every German had freecom or belief was never changede The 
fact that there were people inthe NSDAP too who were opposed to religious 
denominations is due to certain anti-roligious statements of important NSDAP 
however, their ;2rsonal opinion, and never an official 
party declaration,  Rosenberg!s book "Der Mythos dos 20. Jahrhundertts" has 
never had the character of offici-l sarty op$nions. Only a few of the 


politiéal Inders read it, and oly a fraction of them understood ite PFórenann!: 


circular from 191 was severely or~ -od by Rosenberg mdlotor withdrawn, Many 


n2 


dignitaries of the Church cooperated positively with Rosenberg!s of fice, 
5795 
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After the seizure of power, there was a renewec influx of Germans who had 


previously deft it into the Church. liany theologists were political leaders up 


to the very end. Many political leaders played an active role in the Church 


Tn 
1 


until the collapse. then an unavtorizod order was issued in Bovaria and 

to remove crucifixes from public buildings, political leaders of 
ali ranks, from the Gauleiter down to the Ortsgruppenleiter, raised severe 
protest and prevented the execution of this ordere 


IRe TAYLOR: There being no objection let tho affidavit be mn 


for identifications 


DRe LINKs I now desire to submit affidavit by Wolfgang Graf Wolff- 


* 


Metternich as Noe 620 , of July οἱ, 19hó. The witness found on tho occasion 
3 v 


of numerous negotiations with high Catholic Church circles and perty leaders, 
that the party opposed any fight against the Church. ooring appointed Bishop 
Groeber and Bishop Dre Berning members of his c-uncil of State, Τ anuary 
1933 Hitler declared that it was nonsense to accu 


the Churche He said he was politician and not a found 


2 
4 


the naticn, it could not simply be founded. 


rg!s book a private pisce of work, He didn't 
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like it oitnor, and he had told Rosonbers that 


years bcforo havinsr his tok published; if it were an opus that wuld survive 

the centurics But, if it wore not so valuable it vouldn't imttor if it did 

not becoric known at all. In 1936 Himmler addressed the socioty of German 
icorninc the setup of the SS and his school of Junkors. 


that according to instructions here, too, the belief of 


V 


denominations might not bo attackecde Tho later Church fizhts of individuals 


Sign of ny intention toware acgrossivo war. No statouont, 


C IO 


or anything similar pavo riso to the suspicion that Hitler was either 


plan or prepare war via the Church firht. 


3 


Ine TAYLO: Thero boinz no objection let the affidavit be marked 


ror identification. 


ο LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Alvert Va 


allwey, as 


of pril 19 196. From 1932 until 1937 the witness was llitlor-Youth 
lator Krcisloitor, At onvontion of I cistrict leader 


4 1-1. e 1 aoe 
outh in Berchtcs 


was not the horaldor of mY relicion, n the party the oricinatcr 


roli;ion. He tornod achere strictly to the Concord 


("t 


vory.uCrnan, party merbcr, and politic: οι: ο. the right to belong to a 


church without havin tb believe 


could only be a bad Germar hoc ommitted exces ιο που the 


wo 


Church was in iconoclast, speech 


later deternined the 
"n 


Rroisloitor, 


idle TAYLOR: There being no object ρα cavi! marked 


κ. 


PS 62D for icontification. 


Di. LINK: I now desire to submit affidavit by Karl Hed erich, as 


624, of 28 Juno 1946. The witness was a nombor of the Reichslcitun: for n 


than ten years, and held the positic: cf chairman of the official party- 


ion of national socialist litoraturc, Unon innuncrable 
ότου 
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nquirics he vas told that accordins to Hitler's instructions iosonbcr Ves 
was to be considered his personal private works ; enc by no noans official. 
speeches and personal intervicws with Hitler proved that he mercly wanted 
& Scparation of Church and State but not a persecution of the Chu 


im. Ti There being no objection let the affidavit be marked 


PL 625 for icentification. 


LINK: OW cle > submit affi: by Karl Ucccrich, as 
befohlsloitor of thc icichslcitun^, 
Lally concerned with Bormann's ci ar dire darainst Christianity - 
document D 75, USA Exhibit 346. 
instructed anc found that Adolf Hitl-» hac noi viven his 


ha 


3 
wee 


Bormann advised innodiate to dest the Leokait in no w Orr nded 
official party vic The witness 


1 


a ee ae ἃ s ed atre eS na 7 = 
prosccution between Bormann and Ros 


Mich any intention of extermination 
the party c Πο party concerning Christianity cou 
any caso, have known cf such an intention |; 
knew only that intonticy ^ wantins to "donc olisious life, 
of wanting to separate tho Church anc the Static. 


“η m y 6 m. A κ 1 - «Ὁ Ps 
iite TAYLOR: incre bein 


Do you have 


INK: Νο, not anye 


TAYLOR: Then the Commission will recess. 


The foregoing is a bruc and correct transer iot of the 


Affidavits by DR. LINK, takon on 3 Av^ust 19146, 
GONEVITVE BIOLSI 
P ERIE err qu eee m e dee 
Reporter 
CHAI iW S de GALTA GI 
LL s tn i ttg to 
iteportor 
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